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up a brisk random firing. Notwithstanding about twelve hundred
Indians, and the detachment from this place were the number present,
and every man displayed the greatest courage and good conduct, yet
the battle was fought by only about twenty men that manned the guns.

If the officers and men of this garrison have merit for their conduct
on the 17th July last, surely the detachment to the Rock River excel,
and deserve every praise. The gun-boats were supposed to have eight
hundred men on board, and some of them were pierced for twelve guns.
I beg to mention particularly Lieut. Graham’s judicious conduct in the
command of the detachment, and Lieut. Brisbois, Sergt. Keating, and
Sergt. Colin Campbell of the Volunteers, for their courage and well
managed firing. On this head too much cannot be said of Sergt. Keating.

The satisfaction afforded the Indians from their having had this as-
sistance, can only be imagined. Their shouts and acclamations of joy at
every shot from our guns, drowned the report of the guns, and notwith-
standing the only assistance they could give was to drag about the
guns, they displayed the greatest courage, and promised to die to a man
with their fathers. The Feuille with his warriors were particularly ac-
tive in this duty. The Sauks have, without repeating their gallant con-
duct in the field, behaved in a manner foreign to Indian nations. They,
having large fields of corn, strove one with another, who would be the
most obliging, and furnish the most of that article to the detachment.

Not being well acquainted with the duties of a Commanding officer, I
dreaded reproach by leaving the garrison, is the reason why I did not go
myself with the detachment below; but should any other opportunity
present itself, T will risk the leaving the garrison in charge of some
militia, to go and meet the enemy with all the force I can muster, un-
less I receive contrary orders. The iron three-pounder, we took with
Fort McKay, is without any elevating screw, a necessary part of the
gun we cannot get made here. I take the liberty to refer you to letters
written to, and received from Lieut. Graham during his absence with the
detachment to the Rock River, which will afford you a more minute de-
tail of the whole management.

That worthy soldier, Sergt. Keating, begs of me to request you will
do him the favor to accept his warmest acknowledgments for the honor
you have shown him. From his behavior since he left Mackinaw, I
have not the smallest doubt but he will continue to deserve your appro-
bation of his conduct. I have the honor, etc.,

THos. G. AnpErsoN, Capt. Com’d’s.

Sent a barge off for the Portage to bring away the ammuni-
tion, and at the same time to take the dispatches there and for-
ward them by the barge that came from Mackinaw to Lieu’.
Grignon at Green Bay, and for him to forward to Mackinaw.

TaurspAY, Sept. 15th.—Nothing material happened till the

afternoon at six o’clock, when interpreter Frenier arrived from



